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> ADVERTISEMENT. 


- We any Fa are inifeprefented in the fol | 


lowing Pages, the Author will be much obli- 


: ed to any Gentleman who will inform bum, 
{by a letter to be left with. the. Publiſber) 
where Evidence may be obtained. fo correct 
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this country. The open and unſuſpicious Eng- 


tages of cnmerde and mn dender indif 
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An ENQUIRY, "Ae. 


AMT TTAXY GA 
EFo E — col of the aſt 2 the 


inhabitants of ger 
Be es, [OE "a 
HOON con- 


lan, recen eee e. 


patars. 


penſably requiſite, In this capacity een 


| defended: and protected by the arms of Gra-. 
Britain; and every Engliſhman, regardleſs WE: 
the treafure that was laviſhed in the cauſe of the 


colonies, conſidered every advantage gained as 
an extenſion of the laws, freedom, and power of 


liſh, never apprehended that their diſtant fellow 


citizens would have the fainteſt wiſh to tear from 


— 


the parent ſtate members that ſhe had guarded 


with ſo much affection, and nouriſhed” with ſo 
much of ber blood. The French were of dif- 


ferent ſentiments, they declared publickly i in the 
coffee houſes at Paris, that the conqueſt of Ca- 


nada would be no injury to France, but would 
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aneh break the forces of Britain, by. open⸗ 
ing a \way to the ſeparation of provinces 18 
now made « part of her ubired ſtrength. 
intercepted letters of Montcalm, the RE 
commander of the French forces in Canada, de- 
clared the fame ſentiments, Yet ſo little defe- 


rence did Engliſhmen pay to their opinions, that 


Bath, addreſſed to a noble Peer, and 2 great Com- 
moner, which was publiſhed purpoſely to warn 
the nation of ſome errors they were likely to com- 
mit, ia the intended meaty of peace, and which 


lrongly recommended the retaining of the Weſt 


by the ſmalleſt hint, that in order to {cure more 


firmly the allegiance of the New-England pro- 


a pamphlet, ſuppoſrd to be wrote by the Earl of 


vinces to Britain, it might be expedient to leave 


part of Canada in poſſeſſion of the French. The 


Engliſh conſcious of their 'own intentions, and 


having not the leaſt diſtruſt of the mutual con- 
fdence and affection of their fellow citizens in 


that part of the empire, were anxious ſolely to ſe- 


cure their colonies from foreign violence. Actu- 
ated by theſe principles, they retained Canada, 
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on every honeſt citizen's mind, and prove a 
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651 
and -reliiguithes the more profitable potions 
of Martinico and Guadaloupe. : 

- Unhuappily this" beie of reclproeat hoe 
iy now found to be an Muſton: A civil war is 
commericed between Great · Britain and het colo- 
nies of North Amerisa: A war that muſt ſomes 
where imply the deepeſt guilt; But to which 
party the guilt is te be Imputed is the ſubject of 


tte following diſquiſitlen 3 and the cauſe of che 


injured part, the” moſt "intereſting cioſe that 
has occurred ſinee the Revolution, will dwell 


ſufficient apology for tho attetnpt of a private 
perſon'to perform a taſk for which others have 
ſuperior advantages of informatien and ability, 


euer eee er N 2 to eſtabliſh | 
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The n provinces of Ae which are 
at war with' Britain, were eſtabliſhed in conſe- 


_ quenceof charcers granted to them by the crown. 


of England, They continued till very lately 
without exception to acknowledge the authority 
of tlieſe charters 1 They have indeed boaſted of 
them ax their ſureſt arms of defence. Habemus 
fenatus conſultum quaſt gladium in vagina Os 
ſays the F * 8 Letters, | 


The 


in the year 1606, to Sir Thomas Gates, and 
ing them $98 ; licence to deduce 5 colonies : into any 
and five and forty, degrees of northern latitude.'* 
Which tract of country includes the whole of 
the, four colonies of .New-England,. except a 
very ſmall, part of the provinces of Main and 
New Hampſhire, the whole: of the colonies of 
New York, Jerſey, Penſylvania, the counties of 
Neycaſtle, Kent, Suſſex on Nelawarrey/ the 
cdolonies of Maryland, Virginia, North Caro- 
lina and part of South Carolina. This charter, | 
conformahly to the deſire: of the gentlemen to 

whom it was granted, appointed that two colo- 
nies or plantations ſhould, be eſtabliſned. One of 
them by certain knights and others of the city 
of London and elſewhere, at any place on the 
coaſt of America, between thirty four and forty 
one degrees of northern latitude, which. ſhould be 
called the firſt colony. And the other by certain 
knights and others of Plymouth and other places, 
between thirty eight and forty ſive degrees of 
northern latitude, which. ſhould be called the ſe- 
ond, or N colony. And to prevent their 


interfering 


C9) 
interfering with each other, the charter provided,” 
chat as ſoon as any ſettlement was fixed, no ſub- 


ſequent plantation ſhould be made within one 
hundred miles of that which had been juſt 
planted; The charter ordains, that each pf theſe: 
colonies ſhall have a council to regulate all cauſen 
which may ariſe; within the colony; it further 
ordains, that one ſuperior, or domeſtic council, 


ſhall be eſtabliſhed, conſiſting of thirteen perſons 


appointed by the king; which ſhall be called the: 


council of Virginia, and have the ſuperior ma- 
nagement and direction only of all matters that 


within the abovementioned previncts. And to en- 
courage the firſt. ſettlers, they are allowed to im- 
poſe a duty of two and a half per cent. on all 
merchandizes imported into the ſaid colonies by 


perſons not being of the oolonies, but being of 
the realms and under the obedience of the king; 


and five per cent, on all merchandizes imported 
by other perſons, Theſe duties, during the ſpace 


of twenty one years, are to be wholly applied to 
the benefit of the colonies within which they are: 


levied; and at the Expiration, of that term they 
are to be taken to the uſe of the king, and eol- 


ſeeded by ſuch dene and miniſters as the bing 8 


rt ; ſhall 


+ 


oon aſſemhlies, or by act of parliament in Eng- 
land. And in every charter-it is declared, that 
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© thall appoint: 1 further arching, cher thi tides 
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dete af the-colonies, and buch children et 


mal be born within the procincts ef them, "are 
to enjoy * alt che liberties, /franchiſes, and im- 
munkting, within any of the King's ether domi- 


been abiding; and born within the real ef 
England, or any other of the ſaĩd dominiens. ? 
be ee eee ee 


od: 8 row an Neil of "their 
charter; and the thiftden provinces, now at war 


vith Britain, have in conſequente received diſ- 


tin&t charters uche ſuceeffive reigns. To neous 
rage che original ſettlers, the firſtcharter of Maſſa: 
chuſee's Bay, granted to the people of New Eng · 
land an exemption- from all taxes for the ſpace - 
of one and teig years. Aud e charter "of 
chat eqlony ſhould nor be tared, except by weft 


not only all the Engliſh who ſettle in the colo 
nies, ſhall retain the Tights and privileges of Eng- 
linen, but all who ate born there, or in the 


66 England to ce colo- 


nies. 
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mies, ſhall be decamd. narural n dabei * 
2 ee 
Since therefore the inhabitants * Fo Baan 
colanies retain and poſſeſs: che rights, privi- 
leges, and freedom of en, and at pr 
tected by Engliſh arma, they, arg pf .courſe ſub-" 
ject to the laws of the Engluh parliament : For 
it is impoſſible to paſſeſs the rights of a citizen 
without being ſubject to the duties and allegi- 
ance of one:; and the very clauſes in the char- 
ters, which judicioufly and humanely exempt the 
colonies from taxation for a certain number. of | 
years, after their firſt ſettlement, virtually imply 
the right and propriety of their being taxed if 
found expedient at the expiration. of chat term. 
By the ſpirit of the charters, it is manifeſt 
that the ſeveral. princes who granted them, arid 
granted, conſidered the colonies as ſubject to the 
legiſlative authority of England. It is now proper 
| br nts 29 ww] N .. to 
See a hiſtory of the charters of Maſſichuſet*s Bay, in a 
pamphlet, written by Iſrael Mauduit, Ig; abd a n- 
nute detail of the ſeveral charters, in à book, entitled, 
Remarks on the principal Acts of the Thirteenth Parliament 


of Great Britain ; and a collection of charters prioted for | 


Owen, Alang epd Hythe in-170% 4 
F ane 


td enqun rs W Bus- 
land towards Them, from the granting of the 
charter to the origin 6f the preſent; conteſt, 


Vrin, dhe Houle of commons having received 
NW and being aboüt 0 paſs a bill relating 
"to that charter, it was moved, that a member of 
5 houſe, dein a patente ar one of thoſe to 
_ who the charger of Virginis had been jointly 
granted, and : asſuch interefted in the petition then | 
depending befofe the houſe, ſhould withdtaw du- | 
ning the” debate ; it was reſolved by the houſe, 4 
that he ſhould ndt withdraw and this reſolution 
vas formed on the following parity of reaſon, 
«that if there was was 'a bill depending concerning 

| Yorlgnhe member for Tork would not with- - 
draw, for it coligerncth the common · wealth. 

A reaſon which implies, chat the houſe conſider- 

ed Virginia as a part of che Row no * that ” 
Soroughtia England. * * 5 Derr : 
« OE During the civil wars, 3 the 3 1 _ | 
cammgns alone, or or, jointiy with . the; lords, Sk Bi 
_ ſumed; the fovercigaty of Britain, they aſſued 


the ſame authority over che colonits as over any 


Ir Es a arena an Trait. 2 


ee * 4. 
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1 bee, vol. 1. vaſe en hips * * 
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in Ge prar 1642 « E — for a time 


trom all taxations whatever; in the yrar 1646, 


they paſfed another ordinance,  exempting them, 
during the ſpace of three ears, from all | cuſtoms, 


| ſubſidies, taxations, impoſition, er otber hob 


* * 


EXCEPT THE rrenrhbe ee en ee 
In the year 165015 they” tres e pre 
amble to an act, or ordinance, That in Vir- 
ginia, and divers other places in America, there 
are colonies and plantations which were planted 
at the coſt, ſettled by the people, and ſupported 
by che authority of this nation; which are and 
ought. to be ſubordinate to. and dependent upon 
England, and have ever ſince the planting thereof 
been and ought to be, ſodject to ſueh laws, or- 
ders; and regulations as are, abe be made 1 
the parliament of England.“ 23 
In the year 1650" they —_ ha celebrated 
ordinance of -Oliver Si. Jobn, which, though 
the offspring of the pride and revenge of an in- 
dividual, has proved moſt honourable and bene- - 
ficial to England. The ordinanct reſtrained the 
dommerce of every Engliſh colony t6 Britain. + 


F 
; 4 


® Theſe ſeveral ordinances, which fo indiſputably 
Tad: bo wes ee gn over all 
* \ 722 2292 2 
i * l * + ANG, Sir ts 
1 2 BEER Journals, Tol. 3. page 685. 
- fs See Parl. Hiſt. val, 299 page 314, 15.7 
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. were re paſſed by u houſe of 
edmnons choſen by the people of England, at s 
time hen their dread of ſlavery, had wound up 
the ſpirit of freedom to its higheſt) pitch. If 
therefore theſe gentlemen, confeſſedly zealous for 
liberty, aſſerted their authority over the colonies, 
reftramed their eommerce; and approved the tax- 
ing of them even with internal taxes, the taxes 
of exciſe, they certainly did not conſider them · 
ſelurs as guilty of acts of oppreſſion ; they 
thought they were innotently diſcharging their 
duty, in ſupporting the glory ahd welfare of 
England. The candid and liberal wilt aſcribe 
to others the fame motives of action. 
After the Reſtoration, the king, lords, and 
cominons, continued to aſſume the ſame ſupreme 
authority over the cblonies, as had been exerciſed 
by the ſeveral ſovereign powers, during the pre- 
cediag twenty years. They granted to the crown 


a duty of tonnage and poundage, and declare 


the duties ſhall be pay able upon commodities not 
only imported into the realm of England, but 
alſo into the dominions een W 
See 12 Charkes l. 


They wiſely. and arianimouſly paſſed an Fr | 
called the AR of *** en. the be · 
| | Horementioned 


welt 
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forementioned celebrated ordinance of $r. John; | 


which act reftrained the commerce of the colonies 
to their mother country. See 12 Car, II. c. 18. 
Three years after they paſſed another act ta 
keep the colonies, as they expreſs themſelves, 
in a firmer dependence on England, to make this 
kingdom a ſtaple not only of the commodities 
of the plantations, but alſo of the commodities 
of other countries for ſupplying them. See 19 
Car, II. c. 7, 

In the year 1672, they paſſed an a& WO 
a duty on ſugar, molaſſes, tobacco, &c. when 
tranſported from one colony to another; which 
duties or cuſtoms are ordered to be collected by 
officers appointed by the commiſſioners of the 
euſtoms in England, and the penalty for non- 
payment to be the ſame as for defrauding his 
majeſty of his cuſtoms in England; theſe cuſc- 
toms weye appointed to be levied at the noun 
from which the commodities were expotted. 
On · the payment of theſe duties the 8 
aſſumed the liberty of exporting theſe goods to 
foreigu markets; but to prevent ſuch a falſe ih- 
terpretation. of the act, in the year 1696 ( and 
d Milian III. c. 22) another act was amade, in 
which theſe ſeveral duties are ordered to be paid 


[ 


be made in this kingdom, ſo far as ſuch laws 


(ay 55 5 


- on goods tranſported from one nen 6 hh 
and it is further provided, that notwithſtanding 
[the payment of ſuch duties, ſecurity ſhall: be 
tziven that the goods are to be exported to ſeme | 
part of his majeſty's dominions; and the officers 
appointed for collecting theſe his majeſty's-re- 
venue (as the act calls them) have the ſame 
5 power of viſiting, ſearching, and entering wharts, 
warehouſes, dec. as the officers. of the ade 


in England. 

In this revenue act of king Willow, was is 
his remarkable clauſe, very ſimilar to the ordie- = 
nance oſ 1650, before mentioned, and alſo to 


the Declaratory Act paſſed. in his preſent ma- | 


jeſty's- reign, when lord Rockingham .was... firſt 
lord of the treaſury, 5. That all laws, bye-laws, 


| uſages or cuſtoms," at this time, or which here- 
after ſhall be in practice in any of the faid plan- 


tations, which are in any wiſe repugnant to the 
beforomentioned laws, or. any of them, ſo far as 


they do relate to the ſaid plantations, or any 


of them, or which are any wiſe repugnant to 
this preſent act, or to any other law hereafter to 


mall relate to anck mention Q ths ſaid | pl antations, 
* XJ 1280 1 N 1 75 rote Ti- mw t T6 are | 
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are illegal, null, and void to Airs gag. and pur, | 
poſes, whatſoever.” | ft hg ng naned 

The above act A a the internal po- 

licy of the colonies, by preeluding the coloniſts 

from alienating, their lands in favour. of others 

than natural born ſubjects. 

In queen Aaze's reign ſeveral acts were re paſſed, 

probi biting the exportation of rice and molaſſes 

to foreign markets; prohibiting the cutting 

down of pine, pitch or tar trees, not incloſed : 

and under a certain diameter; aſcertaining the 

rates of foreign coins in America; eſtabliſhing 

a geͤneral Poſt · Office, and appointing poſt-maſ- 

ters, and fixing the rates of poſtage. . Theſe 

acts not only regulate the internal government 

of the ſeveral coionies, but the laſt of. them 

actually raiſes an internal revenue. See g and 4 

Anne, c. 5 and 103 & dn, c. 303 9th, Lune 

| dy OS HED; i _- 
In the 1 reign of Cue L. an 4 was, 4s. made, or- 

ck the plantation duties, as they are in this 

aft called, which. were eſtabliſhed by the 2 25thof 
Cbarles II. to be paid into the exchequer; and 
in the ſame reign, an act was made. further re- 

| ſtraining the cutting of pine trees, conformably ) 

49 the BR make in queen Anne's reign by 
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two other ads during this  reigh, furs and 
2 — 
In the teign of Grorge II. Aris enacted, that 
an affidavit, taken before the mayor, or other 
chief magiſtrate, of any town in England, ſhould 
be reeeived as legal evidence in all the courts 
of the plantations; and it was alſo enated, that 
fands, houſes, negroes, other hereditatnents, and 
am real eftates whatever, thould be able to, and 
chargeuble with all debts due to the king · or any 
of his fabjefts, fee 5 George I. and in the 
kame reign, Tap. 9. the common rr AND 
' CKANT, certain duties on all foreign ſpirits, mo- 
lifes, fyrrups, ſugar and panels, imported int 
eren re ſet 6 George II. c. 11. 
In) the 14ch of George TI. an act paſſed, im- 
| poling a duty-of fixpence a month en all the 
Britiſh American ſailors, towards the ſupport of 
Greenwich Hoſpital, In the fame-reigh an act 
paſſes, reſtraining the governors and alſemblies 
of the provinces, from making any act, order, 
| reſolution, or vote, whereby paper bills, or bills 
of credit, ſhall be created or iſſued, and alſo tho 


as prohibiting. the exportation of hats, from 


one Plantation to another, or any other place 
— 


( 25 ) 
whatſoever, and for preventing the erecliea of 
any mill, or other engine for flicting, or rolling. 
iron, or plating forges, worked en * 
mer, or furnaces for making ſteel. 

Tbeſe acts and ondinances, Wee en e 
chr he legiſlative power, during every king's 
reign, and the Lords and Commons during 
the Ipterreznum, from the firſt granting af the 

charters to his preſent. majoſty's reign, haye uni- 
formhy exerciſed a ſupreme authority over-all che 
colonies, and have raiſed taxes fram them yp- 
wards of one hundred years. The reader will 
therefore natural ly, wonder, whence, aroſe this 
preſent diſpute, Gnce i it is not eaſy to diſcern, 
that a tax of threepence a pound on tea is more 
oppreſſive than five Gillings on a hundred 
weight of ſugar ; and yet the exacting of this 
tax on tea, is held out by the Americans as the 
juſtifiable reaſon for the commencing | the preſent. 
civil war. Let u us therefore calmly enquire whe- 
ther there is any [<fſencial difference berween this 
duty and thoſe before impoſed. 

It is alledged, that this tax was impaſed 200 
the expreſs intention of raiſing a a revenue from 
the colonies,” whereas the former taxes had only 
been impoſed with'a view. to regulate. the com 
meree; but before we give our aſſent to ſuch . 


allegations, 


Wen, i it behoves one who wiſhes to know 
the real truth, to/exanitic the acts of parliament, 
and compare theth with each other. The duties 
or cuſtoms on fugirs, &c. "eſtabliſhed by 23 
Clarks II. were ordered to be levied'in'th 
lody from whence? the cbmnmoclities were ex 
Potted, and nöt in the colony into which they 
were imported. "But notwithltanding the pay- 
" ment of this duty, ſecurity was to be given fot 
the aftual Tading 'of the godds in the ſeveral 
coloffies for "which they were entered. The 
| Higher duties laid on ſu Sar, molaſſes, Kc. by 
N 6 Gerxt It- "Encouraged indeed the commerce 
of the Engliftr cblönies, as "well 4s augmented the 
revenue: The allowing z a drawback of one Thil- 
: Ting im the pdund On tea, on exportation to the 
colonies, and only impoling a duty of three- 
| pence © on. their im nportation, tends to Prevent 
7 ſnuggling and encourage Fommerge z th the im- 
ports on Tug af, cc, as well as the i imports upon 
tea, are levied by his mijeſty 8 officers of the 
cuſtorns, and the proceeds paid into the exche- 
3 quer. The one is as much an internal tax as 
the other, the one is no more neceſſary, for the 
Tegulation of commerce than the other. The 
one as as effectually relies A revenue as the other ; ; 


ſince 


| 1 


5 n + 
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Knce thisefore- the, impoſing chi 0 
confatmable to the original charters, conform- 
We ce acte of parliament paſſad very early, and 
Couformiable tb che cuſtoms add practice of Eng- 
Haack for cheſe handred years, the debate would 
deem ca be 'ehvſed; and the offering any further 
argument in lupport 3 . 
Lentz an iilſult eo the frader. 
Bee n dom genddemen; 4 a 
und who at des lüghly poſſefſed the papular 
Favour, have divtared themſelves of contrary 
stimeate; and as their authority has giren 
 Hitives he: 38 and has indueed many in 
"this eountry td the fame opinion, it may 
'he epeſient to te amine the ſpecious he ce 
Which have been advancec. 
It is urged, ater the inhavieaes of he lo 
hies are Englifhmen, and therefore according to 
| the ſpirit and conſtitution of England, can anly 
be taxed by ene, that as 
their diſtance Tenders it impoſſible for them to 
be repreſented it the Briih pas liament, they 
can never be taxed except voluntarily, by their 
on aſſembſies ;, chat if the parliament of Eng: 


land has a right to tax them a ſingle farthing, 
. i + 2d IT Ys without | 


ks 68 DO... 
„ r 
chem to the laſt farthing of their poſſeſſions. 
nn 1 


—— ts ay 
"the Americans, whom it is ag illegal and oppreſ- 
five for the parliament , of England to vj.I. 
without the conſent of theit ow aſſemblies, as 
Nis own authority that a parliament, or houſe 
ple, who havr no influence in the nomination-of 
the repreſentatives who compoſe! that parliament, 
may benas tyrannical as a ſingle perſon,; that that . 
eficreafing the _ 1 des ast 
decreaſe the tyranny. Foongrba 15 | 
Though it may be atk; that in nf 
eulativeccaſe of a government to be mew mo- 
delled, every individual 'ought to be allowed an 
equal vote in the choice of the legiſlature, yet it 
may be juſtly doubted, whether England, either 
now or ever did OOTY V 9. this ries 
tion. Ju aa r e er 

About a hundred years ago, the county. and 
city of Durham did not ſend members to par- 5 
iament, and yet for above fifty years 3 


that 


({ ag ) 

— e cube — is other” 
the: houſe: of commons, to allow:them/to ſend 
petition, on à diviſion of 65 to 30. See the 
Journals, vol. 9, page 69, and the particulars 
in Grey's Debates, page 120, vol. 1. In a few 
years after, thei houſe. granted their reaſonable 

Phe number of freeholders, citizens, burghers, 
ve the right of voting in the choice of 
members of parliament, does not amount to one 
_ faxthicof the freemen of Britain, or one a0th of 
the whole inhabitants; yet theſe people who have 
no vote, ſuffer no perſonal inconvenience; nor 
are the inhabitants of Birmingham, Muancheſter, 
Leeds, Sbeffield, and other towns, which ſend 
no members to parliament, more enſlaved than 
the voters of 'borough towns. — Theſe facts are 
not recited to juſtify an unequal tepreſentation, 
but to ſhow that 4 comfortable” degree of free- 
dom may be enjoyed i in a ſtate, that has not at- 
tained to the perfection of an equal repreſenta- 
tion; and that the gentlemen who have wanton - 


ya aſſerted; tet taxation wg, .Tepreſentation_ are 
CF, | 


Ss. * 
nn, have at pb dei mp6 


truck. Fran ee imm ti 2» MS. 
| it this maxi bo the gin of he enn 


Nin, — — 
_ aid-duties, though they ſend nd member to par- 
liament, and u murmur Was raiſed 6n the obe- 


ant The arguments Fherefore which piece, 


that the king could hot juſtly of: his ſcle auchb» 
rity, wirhout the. gift and grant of 
evy ſhip-money, or any diher tax, len ob be. | 
nevolence,.'do not at all avail againſt the parlia- 
ament's taxing Engliſhaen, or the Colonies, who 
have no vote in e choier of the member who 

cempoſe the parliament. 7 
When the King levied * . 
5 ot and conſent of parliament, he notori- 
ouſly violated the law of the land; but the tax- 
ing of the colonies by. parliament, is neicher 
D 
5 The king by levying ſhip- -money, Kc. of his 
own authority, is in reality conſtituting himſelf 
A ble ler: The Parliament by taxing the 


coloni ies 


| 
* 0 


colonies ncquites be Bech auchority ; ſhe i alma 


dy their  fupttme! legiſlature, it in her duty to- 


tis dad eee = 


nihdbem Som tht ber bara a 
linquiſh her ſovereignty over them. 
Moch has been ſaid, r 
nes under ſuch fubjeſtiom are in ſta of da- 


very: In the freeit government, every man is 


a ſlave; to the lams 3. and muſt either ſubmit u 
och: ſlavery, or forſeb the benefics of public 
order; che truth of this: ahernative. ſome ſoci- 
cries have een eee 
ben 2 bo 

er aue | s fab} 


eee 
wall of. the original ſtate which ſubjectidn or 
llavery, if in maſt be fo called, is infaparably 
attached w the condition of s colonyy When 


colony: refuſcy' to acknowledge this ſupremacy, 


it. aſſumes the rights of an independent ſtate : 


ſubject to the partidmen; of (England, che indi- 
viduals of which the colony conſiſt, muy enjoy 
ſecurity, and freedom); there is not a ſingle in · 
habitant, of the thirteen colonies, now in arms; 
but e eee eee 


Tet, though the colonies be thus abſolutely 
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Pons to the legilatue of-Bagland on the go 
hr AS al triftly crue, chat 


CEE ROOT een 15 — 
Hom yrcious foyer the argumens, | 
| of a legillature, 3 they 
do not appoint, are as much in a ſtate: of ſla - 
very as if they. were ſubject to the will of 4 
king or any ſingle perſon; yet it is not juſt nor 
conformable to fact. The populous and wealthy 
city of Amſterdam is governed by forty burgo- 
maſters; and the large Canton of Berne by no 
even when the great council is compleat; a va- 
cancy in each of theſe ſtates is replaced by the 
ſurxiving members; and the reſt of the inhabi- 
tants who are not burgomaſters, or of the great 
council, haye no yoice at all in che choice;, pet 
neither is the citizen of Amſterdam, or an inha - 
bitant of Berne, accounted a ſlaue, ot liable to 
the ſame Wer pn ps of a r. 
prince. t ont pogalco nit ds ae w mate 

cer be e that hoes are pe- 


* — r the. burgu· 
maſters 


e Amſterdam. > @eat:;Founcil of 
Berne, from ,appreflipg, the people. There are 
alſo, principles, of, motiyes of prudence which 
hays hitherip ſa ſtrong]y operated in the Britiſh 
Parliament, 185.49 (Prevgnt it from offering the 
leaſt oppreſſion. to her colonies ; and will not the 


i 74/4 


ſame motives or principles, continue to influence 


its COR duct, ng produce che fame elfect f— 
5 The late late TO arliament, which” \have been 


pay nee pet rt of the calonies were in actual 


k 
oy 
" 


2 a. 


rebel lion, are 10 Ex ception. bel were 

cemed neceſſary to maintain the ſupremacy, of 
Britajo 3 when the colonies return. to ts their duty, 
the parliament will alſo x eſure its old good-hu- | 
mour and candour. chi 
"IM Britih colany. abbr. | Lett excbpt | 
by an at of parliament, and it is fearcely poſſi- 
ble that the three branches of the legiſlature 
bould concur to paſs arr act of notorious” 6p- 
preſſion, © The ing has evidentiy no intereſt to 
urge one part of 'his ſudjects to tyrannize over 
another, or violently ſeize the property of one 


from paying their juſt tribute. 


by laying : an opptemee tax on a colony, in ör. 
dw 2.77 wt ee bor dre fut Lonterghy 


221 The 


part ol his fubjects, ſolely to prevent che other 


which a member of either houſfe would obtain 
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iolt, opigign.of ha: - Nee happen, by 
a abs realy R 1 50 
che. preſent 
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L. Sbg. 0 . 6.020% a fem be mt 
279% 04774 They are now. alſo ſaid to have 
obtained ſuch wealth and power, that the whole 


force 


2 
1 ) 


force of Britain is bet n 
obedience. If cherefore in the ſpace of ſeverity 
years, they have attained fuch amazing. power 
and commerce, and the whole burdens laid upon 
ehem be ſo ſmall, it. ĩs quite unneceſſary to urge 
any further arguments to prove that they have 
not hitherto been opprefied. And now that it 
has lately been judged cxpedicnr-to oblige them 
port of the neceffary demands ot the fiare; - 
they have found' people in this country, who 
have zcalouſly-oppoſed this demand, not on the 
pretence, that the ratio demanded of them was 
onghr-to contribute. But ujive this extaordi 4 
nary plea, that the gentlemen dire not truſt 
chemſclves; they are afraid, that after having 
experienced che advantages of a moderate tax, 
4 ſhall be tempttd to lay on an immioderite 
. Since therefore thete art ſo great a body o 

4 people, who are aftaid to do right, leſt 
they ſhould hereafter be enticed to do wrong, 
we may readily" judge, what would be de E- 
neral ſpirit of the nation, W 
n was atempred. - OO e 


8 They 


| FA 
0 26 


ay 


They are no gad part of [the nation, 
who at preſent favour the Americans, alledging, 
that. favoumog-their cauſe, , is fayouring the cauſe 
of equity and, freedom... . Surely. neither the 
|  Argezicang:por jtheir) abettors, will endeavour. to 

invalidate chis argument, by inſinuating that theſe 

gentlemen; may paſibiy oppoſe. the meaſures of 
the admisiſtration from other vi views not quite o 

Senerous and, 5 . And 9 man can 
| judge ſo harſhlx f his N to appre· 

hend that virtue and the Ioyę of liberty. Is to die 
Vith the preſent patriots; ſince 3 they have 
 ſa-trgngly expreſſed their, dre 5 fo ablithing, 
euſtoms Which they th hemſelyes 3 Soph ge 

 have;pnly the, appgarance 1 1 they, may 
enjoy he camforable. hope th MER r poſterity 

wude, irt . FAN dep, phat e 
 and;notorigully wrong. If © 9, ee ang Ui. 

be gf Ameijca Ne. qui 5 Fes under the 
protection and ſoyercignty of DE: a 1 2 
f thei merigans though ra hs 0s 

beet mar aer ne Poſing ob 
ee (ach e FOR fell, Ned ited, 
ere eee e heir dury ro have be 
eee houſe for a , reprelentation 4 had 
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at 2 
0 been formerly practiced. „And their withdraw- 
ing their allegiance without making ſveh a re- 
quiſition, while they were enjoying the 1-90 
_vileges of Engliſhmen, was Ungratef 
Juſt, and every fate in Süße vl deem it 
rebellion.” ly hots 1 13 70 Hg 500417444 Hels vi 
W r in fivor of Niterics,” That hat- 
er clauſes thete may ve W rhe'chatior; br acts 
7 parliament, reſpecting Englands right to tax 
the colonies, yet a as in fatt they Have never been 
raxed | fe 9 an Y cooliderable extent, the law or 
e ow be ome obſb! bölete er taeftty ventun- 


chat [ attic W'even ü foie 


mes afure dee! 1 — ared by permitting the alſcinBlits' of 
the ſeveral provinces. tc falſe monty for the ſup- 
port © ther own gdverntiient}" thar it is abſurd 
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70 ſuppoſe i vo Rpardte Powers to Have tlie right 


III. G 11314 353 in 


. of raiſin money in 


n the fate Provinte; and that 


this abſurc diry hgs, in effeck, been ackowiedged 


"by requiſition of 4 Wikia ce fate indie 
chem do raiſe al ang he; and by the 


x Ae apa the riſe weren from 
A Brgy par] liament "at che'GhAafith f I. 
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WOD ter 
Theo ob! ſervation A Montefuiew'ts 
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See p. 18, 19. | 


: baden on © efablifilicnt 6 of the colonies has 
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rather had a view to the encreaſe of tt ic, than 
the exation of a revenue, Ar gbeir. fiſt, eftay 
bliſhment t the has even, f 2 fupported and cheriſhed 
chem K K able PSIG: i BAT hamemary 
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ate, if the exleplptions which; aries 
faptly rung in n our ears, of the rapid encreaſe of 
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che 'thoney which: the provinces of America had 


ES 5 # 3. 1 
W e e ed S li- 


reſtraining the goverhors and aſſemblies of the 
provinces: from making anyn act, order, reſolu- 
don, or wt, hereby paper bills, or- bills of 
eredit-hallbe:WMucdb-under: apy, Pretence what- 

.ever0Andcin-the with of Gebrge L. an Act 
wits paſſecb heſtraining ther tom erecking Banks. 
Bqvthb Americans hawm enerriſed this power of 
faxtktion, Mer thamſelves with ſo; much moderation 
that the parliament has meln bad gegaſion to 
reſtraim dt. Fey: would mot ceſs, themſelves and 
reis. ſuſfiaiant ſums even xo repel che Mc. . 


che Indians ia tie year 1 15417 11 


At the Aoſe of the laſt and the preceding war 


Jpent during the war, was reſtored to them by 


Parkament; the: profinces of Maſlachuſer's Bay 
und New: Hampſhire- were the only proyinces 


ho raiſed any money de firtt, war, and there- 
ote'there: was ſome propriety in repaying them, 
eſpecially as ſome few private people had, in ex- 
pectation of being ampiy repaid, advanced mo- 
' otherwiſe much beyond their abilities. And 
in the laſt war Mr. Pitt, then ſecretary o ſtate, 
vrote circular letters to ſeveral of the provinces, | 
requeſting them to lend money to — 

for 


E 


for the ſupport of the war in America, and 
pledging his honour thats he; would-uſc-his ut⸗ 
moſt endeavours to ſee them "repaid by par- 
liament. The moneg raid by! ':theſe;,ppo- 
vinces in conſkquenee of'>thoſe lettera o- 
pared with'the money raiſed in Br Rag but 
a drop in the bucht; yet whizis, the foundss. 
tion on fram whejtce' all — the 
| nion char tie Tölt of ate Saur veſted 
in their on aſfenndnes. eig nag, 
12 Wilk be Tome apology for ther parliaments 
complying nk Mir: Pitt's engagements, if we 
conſider, that as ſonie of tlie pruuinces hate 
ed à ſpitif” aghlaſer the- common chEẽm more 
than brhers, it ur büt juſt in che: Briziſh | 
parliainerit * reſtore them to Air equality | wth 
tli6& provinces Whith mad ſhow wlcſs zeal for the 
ſupport'lofthe'erhptiex—Ir' might perhaps have 
been wiſer iir the Parhument ta have ated like the 
Romans (E475, b. 27: df 20 and ena ted «double 
ratio floh the'eglotiier Gh had nt manifeſted 
a'propet-zbal, hun do haue ręſtontdito the pthers 
- ſmall''pinamce Which theyn Had granted. 
Small'it may ſureiy be Talldd, 1 0 the ſe- 


. In,, ny M6 [rao at oy - . | 
1 


* Ie ; Dis * 4 + - * 
, : F f ; 


oe Eh #2 


Ee 


—— oe A Too + mg Haas. > 


n 
8 4 . ” 
_— 1 * — — 8 Jar the . . 
" 2 F 4 8 9 hs — — 
WEIR —— —— 2 rr tae ian. eee — 


„„ 
* KL betas 


3 


„ TY pL ere 
f r * 

— Ye... — nn 9 N 
hh apo A < » =” 5 —— 


2nd moſt zedl6us'in afferting thoſe rights, Wi. 
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vir of what” the people of Britain ad. 
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people ffeely enough abc of fins obcalt- 
one but ie hits tiettint tbe att ad ne 


having th 
— — —-— 
itflflblel "Bir whatever may bave been the mo 
tives for the condukt of parliuttient'in' the above 


inſtances,” on af” other occaſions' they have" fire- 


r ſoprethaty and right o 


rvoufly 


— and "what particulely merits the read- 
ern attention, ix that on former occaſions, the 


whigs arid bepübficans have been the foremoſt 


neſs the Exciſe by the Republican | 
and the duties As abba: ent 
by the. Canvention Parliament +660.—Witheſs 
the dutics on ſugar, and a variety of other ar- 


' ticles laid on in 1672, by the parliament which 


propoſed the Bill of Excluſion, —Wizncl the er. 
forcing the laſt mentioned act in King William's 
reign, 1696, by giving the ſame powers to the 


cuſtom-houſe officers of entering wharfs, ware- 


houſes, 
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"OY &c. as in England. —Witneſs the duties 
Kid on foreign ſyirits,., fugatsy Ne. in hs reign 
of George II. and alſo the act prohibiting tho e- 
rection afollating-waills:aqd WeebfhimsCes, ufſed 
declamninr int is: ſas thinynivagtibe ealledꝭ iuhe, or- 
diflanavofcheldediiand commons, 16g, (p.10) 
The aft ale and Ach v6 King Wülismiepd A) 
And. the: asd uf his pytſent Majeſty vgn when 
LEotÞRotkinghat was first 50rd ofthe Briidh- 
ry deer iag ther- che K lag an patliiciint"of 
Stdatꝰ Brit have authorith) too make ſatties 
+8 blatt colores In all cſes hefe ver- ll — 
Wide; HAYS we bill propoſed by the wig 
mfmiftry- , Quten Khneis reign, 15 for Which 
by & chung vf adminiſtration, when the Terties 
ſücceedet to the nagement of public affairs: 
the ile af the bill was, An act for granting a 
rende to her Majeſty, to ariſe within'the pro- 
vines Uf New York iir America, for the ſupport 
of ttrat government. In the preamble it is aid, 
che Cointnons*give"mnd/grabt unc# her Majeſty, 
| 2 duties, ROY pats: hos, theres 

OY Tone 3 0 8 — r r deen 
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* see Obſervation on the Thirteenth, Parl. 


(34) 
gentlemen of the oppoſition declare the preſent 
meaſures are tounded on Tory and tyrannical 
principles, they rather give any. of their 


- zeal than of their candour. 


be favourers of America farther * 5 
| as England afumes an excluſive tight to their 
commerce, ſhe in reality taxes them by this re- 
ſtraint; and by virtue of it receives all their 
wealth, and cannot in reality receive mare, how | 
| high ſqever ſhe may tax them. 
. | Great Britain ckrtainly receives adhd ; 
advantages from her commerce with. her colo- 
nies; and has undoubtedly enacted many laws | 
ith intention to ſecure and encreaſe theſe ad- 
vantages 3 and fome of theſe laws, by reſtraining 
the commerce of the colonies, may ſeem to be 
injurious to them; but if the whole of the laws 
be ampartially viewed, and the commercial re- 
ſtraints, which Great Britain has alſo impoſed on 
herſelf for the benefit of the colonies, and the 
bounties which. ſhe has given to encourage the 
cultivation of ſuch articles of commerce as were 
moſt ſuitable to the reſpective colonies; it will 
be granted, that ſhe could not have enacted 
wiſer and more advantageous laws for the co- 
lonies, if their commerce had been the ſole ob- 


| 


*% 


(3) pee” 
| jet of ber care. She has not ſo properly re- 
ſtrained the commerce, as compelled the people 
to direct their induſtry and {kill-to the culture of 
thoſe articles which jt was the intereſtꝭ of each ca» 
lony to cultivate: ſhe has not diverted this boun- 
riful ſtream to an unnatural courſe ; but has only 
reſtrained it to its proper channel, by which it 
has ſwelled to ſuch amazing magnifcence, that 
though in the year 1704, the total of the ex- 
ports from America amountedgpnly to 869 980 C. 
yet in 1772, they amounted to no leſs than 
6,024,171 J. (See Mr. Burke's ſpeech, Match 
22d 1773, p. 9. 10.) The laws therefore can 
never be oppreſſive under whoſe influence the 
commerce of America hath ſo rapidly increaſed. 
By theſe laws the following articles pay. 0 
much leſs duty when imported from the colonies 
| than from other places, that the moſt conſiderable = 


of them are ſolely e 
Sugar, 


Tobacco, 
Rum, p et 
Molaſſes, 
Cocoa-nuts, 
Coffee, 
Ginger, 


Tar, 1 0 ace 04 ttt 
The following articles are Wer duty free 
from America, and pay duty from Aber . 
me, } 


Ts » 4 
"Saran pee ills, r R 


- Raw and undreſt hides, Rn BY 
" Raw ſilk into the port of n air pr e 
Bar- iron into the port of London, 
Cotton wool i is free at preſent from all places, 
but till lately it was only I mon Is 
1 Britiſh plantations, ' 3 
1 are given on the loving aricls 
from ne | | 
Hemp, 12 | FOE ST . 
Rough and undreſt ta, 
Naval ſtores, VIZ, 


Yards, g 
"Bowiprits, 7 
Pitch, ; 

. a * 


Turpentine, 


> * 
* * . 
* 


9 
* 
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Ra fille into che port of Londons 

Deals, planks, boards, and timber... 

- Goals, when-expotted'to the plantations; pay 
leſs duty than when exported to other foreign 
parts, © American veſſels: are deetned' Britin, 
which encourages ſhip building in America. Sce 
Abſtracts of the Acts of Parliament in-Burrow + 
and Saxby on each of the above articles. 

It is manifeſt from the above laws, that the 
its colonies, are mutual; for tho England has 
indeed much reſtricted the trade of its colonies 
to itſelf, yet it has in return, in reality reſtricted 
itſelf to purchaſe ſolely from its own colonies, 

ſuch articles as they can moſt advantageouſiy 
produce. Every merchant knows, that "ſugar, 
tobacco, rum, are ſolely imported from them. 

They who think lightly of this reſtriction muſt 
alter their opinion by refecting, that our favou- 
rable treaty of commerce with Portugal is on this 
expreſs condition, that leſs duties ſhall be impo- 

ſed on their wines than on thoſe of France: where- 
fore, if the whole of the commercial colony laws 
be accurately and candidly examined, it muſt be 
acknowledged, that the coloniſts have no right + 
5 2 to 


C3) 
to. plead * fone taxation 1 15 
count. . | 
By * theſe lens 8 af. is 
colonics has become greater than the whole com- 
merce of England in the reign of queen Anne: 
In 1704, the whole export trade of England, in- 
cluding that to the colonies, amounted only to 
6,509,000 £.  In/the: yoar' 17724 "the exports: 
from Britain to its. colonies: alane,, are ſaid: to 
have amounted. to 6,024,000 C. (ſeo the above 
ſpeech, p. 10.) The colonies therefore, to make 
a return for theſe goods, muſt export upwards of 
ſeven millions ſterling ;. otherwiſe, conſidering the 
intereſt, freight, and infurance, the * mers. 
chang muſt be ler. | 
In the reign of queen. Anne, England: was AC». 
counted one of the. firſt commercial nations in 
Europe, and by virtue of it maintained a long 
and expenſive war, and annually raiſed a revenue 
amounting to about 8 millions.“ Surely therefore 
merce, might contribute ſomething: conſiderable | 
toward the neceſſary ſupport of the ſtate, and the 
people there tilt continue happy and free, as 
they were in England in the days of queen Anne. 
85 ; 7 
* See Poſtlethwayt's hiſtory of the public revenue, 
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The inference, that we kecelhe Al Weir wet 


becauſe we confine all their commerce to our- 
ſelves, is fallacious ; for notwithſtanding this re- | 
ſtriction of their trade, they daily incteaſe in 
wealth; freſh lands are cultivated; new manu- 
factures eſtabliſhed ; and were they to conti- 


nue to improve in the ſame ratio for the next hun- 
dred years as the laſt, they would be the wealth- | 
ieſt and greateſt commercial nation in the world. 
No wonder, ſince they are put. in poſſeſſion | 
of fertile lands, for which they ſcarcely pay any 
rent, and have the advantage and protection of 
the beſt of governments almoſt without expence. 
If Britain was to transfer ſome part of this 
wealth to itſelf, by obliging America to contri- 
bute a moderate ſhare towards the ſupplies of the 
empire, even though ſuch contribution. ſhould 
check a little the rapid progreſs of America, and 
enable Britain to revive ſome of its declining ma- 
nufactures, it is evident no injuſtice. or violence 
would be committed ; the overburthened' Eng- 
liſh ſteed would indeed be a little eaſed, and the 
irregular ' paces of * LEN an gently | 
checked.” 1 | 
Thaler el W which the An; 
eans owe to che Englith merchants, induce ſome 


peopl 


N #; * 


25 0 40 y 
be to think that they are poor, and incapable 
of Paying taxes; whereas the continuance of this 
debt ſolely zriſes from their applying the 
annual profits of their cultivated lands to the cul- 
ture of freſh lands, inſtead of liquidating their 
debts; and while they have freſh lands to culti- 
vate, and they continue this practice, they will 
continue apparently poor, tho they * en- 
Ereaſe in wealth, | 
Some gentlemen have fantaſtically afſerted, 
that the colonies pay taxes on every bit of cloth, | 
or other manufacture which they purchaſe ; 3 for 
as the Engliſh manufacturer pays taxes, theſe 
taxes encreaſe the rate of his Wages, and conſe. 
quently enhance the price of the goods;  there- 
fore uy. the 5 5 Aae P of pay the 
ns: x4 
Without entefing? into a minute detail in an- 
1 to this argument, it may be ſufficient to 
alledge That on this principle every ' ſtate in 
Europe pays taxes to Britain, and Britain to 
every. ſtate in Eürope with Which ſhe has com- 
erce, If this antwer'dbes not equally apply to 
the American colonies, and if. the Engliſn mer. 
chant does not, on the fame parity of reaſon, 
pay a tax on 850 leaf of tobacco a 
n 1 clhhaſes 
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Ries frotii Vir nit, it is bevadſe Virginia ith 
0 reſt of the Engi colonies! have hitherts' - 
been protected at England's expetice, and have 
in conſequence bern the” only civilized ſocieties 
of wellth, whick ever exiſted wittivut paying 
taxis to any; extent: danch chaten the Eng”. 
I tow wilh'to remove: } 
Mam is naturally the Benefabtor of ci, and 
commerce the chain'rhiar- in ſome degree unten 
ſocieties of the molt diſlant ftuationz, ehen 
thovgh their cuſtoms, mitiners, religion and val 
policy be ever ſo different; cvininatte not only 
civilires man, enlarges his ſcience, diſtributes tlie 
pedbliar products of differeti climates, and fop- 
plies theit fiutuak wants, but diffulcs arts, pt- 
motes Baud, enriches the merchant, abd' con- 
ſequeitly' enables the ſtate the more eaſily to raile 
its revenues; in this ſenſe, but i in ao other, the 
American, and every merchant, pays to Eng- 
land a tribute on the goods they purchaſe. 
"with as little propriety it has been 1 2 
that Virginia pays a large tribute to Britain, 
becauſe the cuſtoms which are levied on the 1 im- 
portatlon of their tobacco amounts to a large re- 
 venue,—If this inference is juſt, Virginia pays 
three times as much tribute to France on this 
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article as to Britain. But this nonſenſe is $00, 
notorious t to require farther animadverſion, * 
The laws ſeem harſh which impowered the ma- 


giſtrate t to pluck up by the roots tobacco planted in 


England; and which prohibit a Virginian from 
erecting a fitting mill: yet England is. not injur- 
ed by the one, nor Virginia by the other ; a plan- 

in Virginia can earn two, thillings a day, a nail- 


er at Dudley or Hales Owen not above ſixteen, 
Pence: in conſequence of this different price of 
labour, the people of Virginia can import nails 
from England cheaper than they can manufac- 


ture them; and the law therefore which prohibits 
them from erefting fitting mills, only Dyes 
from miſapplying their {kill and, induſtry. 
Many gentlemen have adopted an opinion, 
which o one of extenſive knowledge has warmly 
ſupported with all the ſplendor of eloquence, 
That the preſent wealth and power of Britain have 
principally arifen from the commerce of the Colo- 
nies z ang that the benefits 1 it receives from. this 
commerce are an adequate recompence for the 


immenſe treaſure that has been expended in ſet- 


tling, encoliraging | and protecting them; and 
therefore, 1 in Prudence.: and equity, Britain ought 
to be coment with the profit of this commerce, 


and 


* 


. 
and not exact a ſingle farthing from them by 
taxation; and that it was wrong to alienate their 


dend ta deſtroy our connexion with them. 

The wealth of a nation conſiſts of the ſkill 
and induſtry of its inhabitants, which commerce. 
ſuſtains and promotes; ; and as the commerce of 
the colonies conſtitutes a great part of the com- 
merce of Britain, and as the property of many 
merchants is employed in the factories and plan- 
tations of the colonies, this trade and commerce 
undoubtedly conſtitutes a great part of the wealth 
of Britain, and conſequently the Joſs or ſtag- 
nation muſt be à preſent injury. A ceſ- 


ſation of the commerce to Liſbon,” Cadiz or 
Naples, in proportion to the extent of it, would 
be at leaſt an equal injury. Tt is ſuppoſed that 
7 part of the returns for Engliſh-merchandize 'ex- 
ported to ee! eities are e made i in n and fil 


molt advantagecus. The colonies cannot make 


ſuch returns, they have no mines at preſent 
which produce theſe metals, and moſt of the un- 


wrought materials which are ſuppoſed the next 


beneficial return that are imported from the co- 
lonies, can be procured from other places z but 
. ; to 


affections by making an attempt which muſt 
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( 4 ) 
wq.ncourage the comemerce.of thecolonies, baun 
ties have been gi ven on the importation of many 
a theſe articles from: the colonies, and a cyſtom. 
aid on them when imported from other places. 
But notwithſtanding theſe. cncouragements, the 
principal returns are made jn articles of luxury, 
as ſugar, tobacco, rum, &c. the imparts of 
which articles amount annually, 20 three millions | 
Reeling and vpwards, The commerc of the 
calonies is alſo accompanied with che i :ODVENI- 
ence of gn cya cf the Ren employes in it 
the diſtance 
an dm dhe planters clearing ther grounds and 
culkivating their plantations with capitals fur- 
niſhed to em by che Engliſh merchan. 75 
Norwühſtanding therefore this extenſive chm- 
merce of the colonies, which is ſaid to be the 
ſtrength of Britain, it may be much doubted 
whether i its por would not have been greater, 
if inſtead of eſtabliſhing colonies and ſpinning 
the web from i its own bowels, it had ayailed It- 
ſelf of the wealth and ingenuity of other nations, 
a and had cultivated a more general commerce. 
if xeſkritive. commercial companies had been 
aboliſhed and national meaſures adapted for the 


IN. pf Private. traders in different parts of 
the 


\ 


640 


che warls, it is more chan proþabile that an ene 
larged.commerce, with ypwards of two hundred 
millions of people in the different kingdoms of 
Aſia, might have proved as advantageous 28 A 
manopaly of .cammerce with two millions only. 

The Spaniſh colonies jp America hear at leaſk 
as great a proportion to. the wealth and poper 
of Spain as the Britiſh colopies in America to 
the. wealth of the Britiſh empire; yet it is gene 
rally thought that Spain has rather decreaſed 
than encreaſed her power by the eſtabliſhment of 
her oplonies; and if Britain has, on the contra- 
ry, ipereaſed in PAs ſince the eſtabliſhment - 
of her Colonies, this ipcreaſe of power and wealth 
ought. nat to he aſcribed to the eſtabliſbmant of 
the American Colonies, but rather to the wiſdom 
2 her laws, and the induſtry and ingenuity of 

her inhabitants. But quitting this region where 
Fancy may take her haldelt flights, let us oa 
fine ourſelves to facts. 

Exer ſince the reign of James 1, commerce 
bas been conſtantly the object of parliamentary 
attention, in that reign monopolies were demo- 
liſhed, and ſo early as the Commonwealth, the 
Lords and Commons paſſed an act, or ordinance | 
for the im pprovement of commerce, which if the 

curious 6 


(4 ) 
curious reader will conſult, he will find that 
the laws'fince enacted, which have moſt contri- 
buted to the improvement of trade and com- 
tnerce, are conformable to the principles and re- 
gulations contained in that nne Ser 9 
ug vet 1, p 3% %. 
But what has moſt of all ecartibiited to 2 
encouragement of comtnerce, has been the ſteady 
ſutity: of private property. During the laſt 
hundred years, every man has ſat under his own 
vine and his own fig-tree, no one making him 
afraid: no foreign enemy has invaded the king- 
dom, and there has been no civil commotion 
Geck bitee. During ſuch a period therefore, the 
wealrh the nation malt ve: en in- 
er r 
From the building of the walls of Alben by 
Themiſtocles, to the commencement of the Pe- 
loponeſian war, only twenty- eight years, Athens 
in that ſhort period, by her naval ſkill and com- 
merce, arrived to ſuch power as to contend for 
the ſovereignty of Greece. From the end of the 
metcenary war, which fo impoveriſhed Carthage 
as to reduce her to the wretched neceſſity of ſub. 
mitting, without reſiſtance, and almoſt without 
war to he robbed by the Romans of 1200 
talents, 


(( 3&7 ) 
talents, and of the iſtand of Sardinia, to the com⸗ | 
mencement of the ſecond Punic-war, was only 
ns years, yet in this period ſhe acquired ſuch 
ſtrength, principally ſby her commerce and ma- 
ritime kill, as to conteſt with Rome for the ſo- 
vereignty of the world: and the power of - Car- 
thage was ſo nearly equal to that of her rival, 
that victory long hovered Oer the Eurtbaginian 
camp, and would have: fixed her ſeat there if the 
factious citizens had not with-held from their 
ſucceſsful General the m, LOT 
ſupplies. Hl WE ob nie 
If theſe two * by e Wein 
commerce, arrived in ſoſhort a period to (ſuch 
vaſt wealth and power, why might it net be ex- 
pected, that Britain, with as free a government, 
as intrepid and active mariners, and as great an 
attention to commerce, during a much longer 
period, ſhould attain to extenſive wealth and 
power, though the colonies of America had ne- 
ver exiſted: If ſo, it may be aſked—W hy this 
conteſt ? The anſwer ; is obvious. Manufacturers 
cannot inſtantly turn their hands oy one trade 
to another; neither can commerce be inſtantly 
transfer'd from one nation to another. The 
Thames might have run in a a different channel, 
and 
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has expended enormous fut im eſtabhſtiing and 


7 The 


ſtuntiakdbcks Anette eben it baths ar che 
Preſent: but was this Vr nei tb alter its courſe 
0 wiles'only; ſuch an alteration would: be an 
imtneniſe injury © -Brirain; Beſides; av England 


protscting the obtonicy, ſhe Hus a rige to de- 
mand petuliar return frotf them? Tho" Eug⸗ 
Hands He muny other projeRtors; may have · ſpent 
large firs, for which the may never obtaim an 


eq uste return, 8 


may” prove to others. | 

=&ualh pebe on che corded of 
the lars war amSufted tb, at leaſt, ninety wilt: 
ons, which wilt be manifeft tbiatly wo reflects 
on the ſeenty millions" of atlditivna debt that 
raiſed over and above what wotld have been ne⸗ 
gentleman fay, that the extraordinary naty gains of 
their commerte is an etjulvalent for our expen⸗ 
ces, when the antual intereſt of thoſt expences 
amounts to two thirds of rhe tötir returm of 
their trade - We all Know that the laſt war wus 
begun on account of our colouies in North Abe. 
rica and the Congreſs at * in their 


RO 


0 Þ 

perth to his 6 Maj, 8th July 177 5. havéd in 
fact declared the ſame opinion: hey ſay, 
That the benefits ariſing from the union of 
4 the mother country and the colonies, excited 
the wonder and envy of other nations, while 
& they beheld Great Britain riſing to a power the 
.< moſt extraordinary the world had ever known. 
« Her rivals obſerving, that there © was no 
probability of that happy. connection being 
broken by civil d iſſentions; and apprehend- 
<« ing its future effects, if left any longer undiſ- 
turbed, reſolved to prevent her receiving ſuch 
« continual and formidable acceſſions, of wealth 
1 and ſtrength, by checking : the growth. of 475 
« ſettlements from which they were to be derived.” 2 

Se Journal of the Congreſs, 1775, P. 130. 
Acknowledging however the peculiar benefits 
of this commerce, it becomes more the intereſt 
of Britain to ſecure the allegiance, of the colo- 
nies: from the moment they become indepen- 
dent ſtates, they will trade where they can make 
moſt gain; for ſtates, as much as private mer- 
chants, adopt the maxim, that trade knows no, 
friendſhip but preference: one perſon may be 
preferred to another, where the . are © equal, 
but on no other terms, | 2 
: OT 0 * 
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If a parent ſtate cannot Juſtly tax its colonies, 
and « Pie dominion over them, —— is 


inconſiſtent with civil, _—_ and. the. —_ 
rights of man, foi is the latter. The Act of Navi- 
gation is is as unjuſt as an impoſition of three pence 
a pound duty on tea: the one therefore may be 
as rightfully. reſiſted as the other; and all the 
arguments which have been alledged againſ; rax- 
ing the colonies, apply with equal force againſt 
the Act of Navigation. The Americans have 
declared, and the ableſt writers in their favour, 
now acknowledge 1 the ſame ſentiments, Let us not 
therefore deceive ourſelves, and imagine that the 
exaction of the tax on tea is the true and efficient 
cauſe of the preſent war it is only a circumſtance, ? 
an incident, which has ſooner brought the comba- 
tants into the field. It v was more popular to reſiſt 
the exaction of the impoſt on tea. than the 
Act of Navigation. | And if the Americans 
* acknowledge it as a fi ignal inſtance of divine 
«favour, that his Providence would not permit 
< thera to be called 1 into. this ſevere controverſy, 
4 until they were grown up. to their preſent 
1 ſtrengeh, had been previouſly exerciſed in war- 


* means of 


2 a, defending. 


a 


EE. 
betaling themlelves,” (bs ibid, p. 128.) 
England alſo may rejoice, that this unnatural war 
is commenced when ſhe is in perfect peace, and 
every nation in Europe approves her cauſe ; and. 
when her great ſuperiority will enable her to re- 
ſtore peace and order to her deluded citizens with 
leſs deſtruction than muſt unayoidably have hap- 
pened if the conteſt had been deferred till the 
parties were more equal, And fince the remper 
of the colonies make ĩt manifeſt, that this event 
muſt have taken place ſooner or latter, it is the 
| intereſt of the nation, however diſagreeable it 
may be to the preſent adrainiſtration, that it has 
commenced thus early. | 
Every candid perſon muſt acknowledge, that 
the preſent revenues of Britain are inadequate to 
defray the neceſſary expence of the ſtate and re- 
duce the national debt with the ſpeed that the 
welfare and ſafety of the nation require; from 
the'year 1763 to 1775 the national debt has not 
been reduced more than eleven millions, which 
reduction does not amount fully to a million an- 
nually; during eight of the above years, the 
land tax was only three ſhillings in the pound, 
if it had been four, this additional ſhilling would 
in _— years have amounted to about 3,400,000 
pounds 
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compenſated by t the cootribution of two millions | 
9 five years, by by the India Company 3 by the 
ale of the French prizes which "were taken be- 
fore the war, and by the money paid by the 
F rench for maintaining, their, priſoners. . 
4 therefore pale theſe eleven n Aw 


ICS > See S 


ken not 'been able © to ande 1 a mithin a 


year of the debt, notwithſtanding this mighty in- 


creaſe of the commerce of the colonies, and in 


| conſequence thereof an increaſe of trade to other. 


places, what probability; is there that a greater 
ſum can hereafter be annually liquidated. >. 
The ignorant and factious will ſay this ariſes 
from an unfair account of the publick treaſures ; 
or from extravagant and injudicious diſburſe- 
ments of them. But the ingenuous enquirer 


will reflect, that during the above period Mr. 


Grenville, the Marquis of Rockingham, the 
Duke of Grafton, and Lord North, have been 


0 ſeverally z at the head of the treaſury, and as nei-. 
ther they nor their friends and able coadjutors, 


when i in or out of office, haye been capable of 
Pointing out a method of making any conſidera- 


FR le ay ng and Paying annually larger ſums, the 


fan 


0 53 ) 


far. inference that the ſubject is incapable of ig 
And fince every Teal patriot muſt . acknowledge, 
chat a greater annual ꝑeduction is abſolutely noceſ- 
ſary to put the nation in a ſtate of ſecarity,the legi- 
ſlature is reduced toabe neceſſity! of either impo· 
ſing heavier taxes on the Britiſh ſuhijects, or com- 
pelling every part of the Spitz to en 
| Proper. ratio of tribute. ts ie 
The gentlemen in ES” "vill DS 
approve | of laying a tax of . five, ſhillings in the 
pound on land; or of raiſing the exciſe on beer 
ſo as to make it a penny a pot dearer to the la. 
bourer. Britain is ſuppoſed to contain about 
eight millions of people, and the. Congreſs eſti- 
mate the inhabitants of North America, at about 
2, 500, ooo. All parties acknowledge that Eng- 
land raiſes a revenue of ten millions, over and 
above che expence of collection; and it cannot 
be proved that the whole of the North American 
ö colonies, raiſe above 100,000 pounds. Theſe 
facts are ſo extraordinary. that notwithſtanding 
their preſent notoriety, they will hereafter ſcarce 
be credited. If a revenue was raiſed. o on the co- 
lonies proportionable | to their, wealth and num- 
en i 8 the national debt would 
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ſpeedily deerenls, and no part of” WR empire 
fould be oing oppreſted with heavy taxes. DG 

But the impropriety of the Americans contrl- 
buting ſo little to the ſupport of the ſtate, will be 
ſtill more manifeſt by enquiring what the total 
of the taxes amount to which people of landed 


| property pay in America, and by taking a com- 


parative view of the price of labour, and . 
viſions in England and America, | Kel 

A gentleman purchaſed an eſtate in the pri 
vince of New-York, with about 2,400 {; ſter. 
ling: He ſtocked this eſtate, and lived on its 
produce, and the total of the taxes which he 
annually paid to che poor, church, county rate, 
province or ſtate, amounted to no more than 
1 15 7d ſterling. The country gentlemen in 
England, will make their own reflexions on this 
fact.—It would be fooliſh and ridiculous to at- 


tempt to add luſtre to the Summer's noon day 


A ſhip carpenter in the province of New- 
York can earn eleven ſhillings of their currency, 


| or ſix ſhillings ſterling, a day; a houſe carpen- 


ter, or bricklayet, eight ſhillings currency, which 


po is four ſhillings and fixpence ſterling; a common 


}abourer three ſhillings and ſixpence currency, or 
5 N twa 


cu) 


tuo ſhillings ſterling. It is well Known that wen 
employed. in ſimilar branches of buſineſs, in 
England, cannot earn above two thirds of the 
aboye ſums; and ANY I bread, 


| G0erably Jower in Pr ener woo 

On what principle therefore of policy, equiey 
or. humanity, ought the Engliſh artificers to be 
appreſſed with taxes and the Americans exempt ? 
Why ſhould the ſhip. builder or ſailor of Boſton 
or New-York. be put in a better condition than 
the ſhip builder or ſailor of Whitby, or Port 
Glaſgow ?—Theſc' in Britain are at leaſt as uſe- 
ful members of the empire as thaſe in America; 
and if the former are loaded with taxes, which, 


qual ſkill and induſtry live as canfortably, , and 
acquire as much wealth, the laus are ſome 
where defective. It is the duty of the legi· 
Nature to remove this inequality. If it cannot 
be effected without ſome inconvenience, as there 
is ne good without its alloy of ill, the real Pa- 
triot will not be at reſt: till he has formed a pls 
which ſeems attended witli the leaſt inconveni- 
ence; He wilt not ſupinely acquieſce in permit- 
en fellow citizens whoſe families, or friend- 


- 
* 
* 
0 


t | = 


the latter are exempt. from, and cannot with e- 


A 
ly *<onneeBidns, induce them to continue fo =. 
fide at Home, to ſaffet notorious injuſtice, - | | 
It would be Untieteffary to dwell AY on 

this * ſabjett, if fome'very worthy: citizens were 
not almoſt riverted in opinion, that the monopo- 
ly of commerce with the colonies is of itſelf a 

ſufficient taxation; and if they are taxed it ſhould 
| only be with intention to regulate their com- 
merce, or mp to aſſert the ſupremacy of 
Britain, without any intention of raifing a re- 


venue. Mae 9959; s 03th. 20-2107 oat an 
"Tf this crelifitive* plies? had enabled 
Britain to raiſe a revenue adequate to the demands 


of the ſtate, it would have been unneceſſary to 
call in the aid of the "colonies; or if this reftric- 
tion had prevented inen of induſtry from acquir- 
ing wealth as eaſily i in the colonies, as in Britain, 
it would have been cruel and unjuſt to have de- 
manded it, hate ver: might hæve been the cuſtom 
and law of jp eee the neceſſities of the 
_— 11 Nm 47 5 127 ; 
In the ring pages it has been cn; 
that a proper. revenue cannot be raiſed without 
too much oppreſſing the people in England, and 
every American merchant knows that men of 
equal induſtry and capital, can much more 
the Y readily 
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readily acquire walt in, America, chan zn "Bris 
tain, Indeed the rapic increaſe, of thy wealth 
eee of Amefieg, | prove it cute 
monſtrarioo ; for if eth community, jon. in 
wealth, the individuals of which it is coinpaſed | 
malt praportiqnably grow ficher. „„ 


All rhe nations "if "Europe exerciſe ſu re 
authority over their colonies and 8 82 


Cu iat, Jes, loc uno a {7 } 
Romans taxed. their 985 onies, * 
tent 
acted a tribute gf e corny. N. 
x 
which is equal to a Bel I Ki ſhillings 
inn 77 ATA 2 fi * 208 Keel * 795 | 
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of the emp Pye to con 19 55 te to its maintenance is 5 fo 
obviou I that "the | £4 ſore | 
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ri 855 rb 2 5 8 e the 
: eyed "ro che v | 18 N 

cd c 15 Nen R 
9 Vi declarations * from kate ver 5 
tives "they v were made, ave in Te: muc 85. 
* to involve thisTovhiry in Kin d eee 


1 war, 
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[ Far, een 3 greateſt preſent miſery and 
* foln 6n fone” p parts of the infatuated colonies, 
with ihpetidin = 7 der ae are cle wo 
KY ; Ind cant nor ultimately tend to increaſe 
ape rr LSD BAS, > We 2. 27 {ba be — 
wrigr, who io has" boom" confidered 'as 45 
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champion of liberty, 3 and I whoſe ſentiments Pau 


1 | 9 F 
= of the oppoſition, have implicitly adopted on o- 
c occaſions has berg, yery much overlooked 
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bil 2 2A ria of netten t meaſures has aljena- 
ill * ted the colonies from, their derm b ſubjetts, 
A 25 5750 from their natural affection t do their com- 
| mon Coney... e e pla- 
© ced.at the head. of * the Treaſury, he felt the 
bl $ gy 6 of... Brjcain in W__— ſuch 
| | e x. her Apr — 
MN « of "giving any ſeavble reef -19,forciga | 1 5 
„ * and to. the meight of the, x 

| —.— of, b the peace.s.,qnd he had no « doubt 
It * of the contlicutoual As i ls Pie 
ty See , vol. * P- . 


Fmy , | 
to raiſe. the contribution. . But undartaately | 
< for this country, Mr. Grenville: was *t. any 
* rate to be depreſiad, becaufs ha was miniter's 
« and Mr. Pitt and Lord:-Cambden were 10 be 
Dee America, becauſe they wer in 
r et 3 gave ſpirit and 
< they. meant” ab” W e oe 
* miniſter, they in cet divided obe half 
« of the empire from we bthet® ee Os ook 
At the words Ar: Pier'Junils pitts'd'wark af 
reſerence 0/5 vixtyjnaPhate "which: in bee 
words: Ie} Jun ee called: the pared 
« zon of Lord Chi- 168, G4; {ts 1 | 
Juen alſo figs; in anbther_lecier, ®'* When 
<'Lord Chan ri, tit che” tori. 
* iy of ie ee diba in hüt wren 
# over the chonles Ick the ſaſme Felt in which it 
* ſupteme over Great Biiktin=—<F" liſten to 
* him with Ales bad teen, va without 
* che ſmalteſt'dehzroe' bf C8 i088 ef un- 
eee Jia, whe 
wricings hy been dat ado, as written n by 
doptrd the ame enn. are weed as che 
abettors 
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aberrefayranty; and they who petitioned the 


Mouſe, and adfirefied the chrone; to maintain this 
Jopremary #6 noceſfarycto the welfare of Britain, 
ane daidites prefer bIbot{12Hinfly: priitions, © and 
& chat / a ſpirit of deminution has led them with 


- #:favagy! folly #0'{aditreks ithe throne for the 


n Unaghter:of their brethuem in America,” (See 
Drio Price on Civit Liberty, &c. p. 34.) The 
Author v Hofe ral iC ell iexpreſſed in the laſt 


ſentence, has'deblirk faritiments.which,”4s they 
. - Boiicide with yhoſeof many of the American aſ- 


. Neniblies, and of the Cohgreſs at Philadelphia, 
claim particular attention. The author deelares, 


That in every free ſtue every man is his on 


leginature: . Phar einil. liberty, in the moſt per- 
fect degres, can only be emoyed in ſmall ſtates, 


here very member is capable of giving his fuf- 


frages in perſon: but that in large: ſtates ſuch 


nęar approaches may be made to perfect liberty, 


das ſhall anſwen all the purpaſes of government, 


by the appointment of repreſentatives; or dele- 


gates. But jf the laws ate made by ane man, or 


unto of, men, ina ſtate, and not hy common 
| Fonſegt, a goygrument hy them, does, not differ 


| fam ſavery, And if. the xepreſeptatiyes or de- 
- legarey are choſen Fo . FR ** a part on- 
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ljrof- the ſtate, and ſubject to no- eontroul· rom 


their canſtituents, dhe err de liberty, wil 
be loſt.” » Fromthelc: pr 


fers, * that no one .cammunity.” ban, have. any 


power, or property, or- Jegiſtation of. another 


community that is not incorpogated. with i it br 
juſt and adequate repreſentation. And, that 
country that. is ſubject ta the Jegilature, of ang- 
ther ound. in vhich. it has: n voice, is in a 
exerciſes a ſupreme a hority over the colonigs, 
as they have. no repreſentatign in the Britiſh par- 


lament, they, are in, a. fare of flayery;. But as 


liberty is the. unalienable right of man, which 
neither 1 indiyiduals bor communities can be de- 
priyed of by contract, compact, or favour, the 
colonics have. a .right to reſiſt Great Britain 
ben ſhs-engeavours to deprive. chem of it, by 
taxation orilegiſlation,” (See Dr, Pricegp, 19, &c.) 
If che above principles are juſt and true, it 
indigenen follows : firſt, That all the — 
in the world, /except + a very few, the whole of 
whoſe inhabitants ſcarcely amount to one mil- 
lion, have a right to riſe in rebellion to alter 
their preſent forms'of government 3 -fince their 


| hy are enacted cither by one man, or a junto 
of 
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them 9 of the people, 'Elett one half of 


( 6 ) 
of wen, and not by the. whole of the pepple c 
leded in @ lech, capacity, nor by a juſt 
adequate v Ron of them. The Rees of 
1 Berge) the Hanſe towss; 
364 every Eine eil, com corhe_under this pre- 
diczment : which. ok the author undouhtedly 
did nor intend, Tor. crtzinly nothing is leſs. his 
diſpoſition; cen che with to deſtroy the prace 
and good hem gf England, and ler in hoſtile 
amen ide n wgaſt Friend, brother againſt bro» 
chen ynd-the Ton agsinſt the father, Yet on- 
bappi all ej in pee in bis pacnphlet. For 
Millions bf inhübitants, 3723 perſbns, muſt of 


(de Dr. Price, p. 10.) 


f Noe ö Britkio/canndt he ta to be 
a vu and adequate repreſentation of the people, 
und thereſdtt the people have. 18 juſt a right to 
tife in: rbellion to remody this itnperfeRtion of 
repreſentation, ud the Amerirans have to rid 


thettifelves- of the ſuptematy of Britain ; for it 


Fiſk been Yerhonfirtired, o 88 not to abe a poſ- 
fibility/of 'Ybubr in che emainUs/ uf the moſt tan“ 
guine fuvourers of Ametita, that they neither 
are not have bern uppreſſed; and therefore the 
Pee. 


1630 
peeſent radon” bs he By in the pretente 
of fecuring themſelves from future oppreſſion. 
adly, That all the colohich' beſbnging to he 
different nations of Eixdpe, HA NN to revok; 
and form themitlved into Indeþliifiear airs, for 
they ate all ſudjett do the foreach of their pa. : 
rent ſtares; and none of them are gorerneũ bylaws 
of their oun making. Spam el for” be mr 
indebted to this avchor; for Editing her colokies 
to rebel: neither dam ehe THe uf the +Bririſh 
colonies be much benefited” by tupphrting their 
rebellion on ſuch print iples uniy us would juſti. 
fy the immediate rebetliom f every colony in 
the world nen 8 


tion, or favour; — on 
them to remain dependem u their: parent flute 
they win trade v Here ver im ereſt os fancy promps 
them : and coniequent iy no matiom ohn dave a- 
ny motives to form wxpentior eſdabbiſnments c 
colonies; ' whd2rherefore: this ple ntiſul : ſpriag of 
commerce:unl population Dion dry up- 
ne ſommot govertiments whichs Ah author 
man is his o legiſtalor, is ſ far rom being 
niger to thar'pre-eminence, that it ought ra- 

ther 
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cher dn be dard with the moſt imperfe&t ones? 


thority in e by the whole inhabi- 


tahits; ie wet eee exceptions dhe If 
3 e eee for a 


re 


| e hmited by being oblig 
to conſult their conſtituents, this form will * 


take much of the impetfections of the other. 


*.Inla ſtate where every man is a legiſlator; the 
nne of employing themſelves in the 
peaoe ful occupations of arts and commerce, will 


form themſelves into factious political cabals: 


the aſſemblies of the · ſtate, if the ſtate be of any 
magnitude, muſt conſiſt of ſuch multitudes a 
will unavoidably be tumultuous and diſorderly; 


| the voice of the worthy and the-modeſt, will be 


ſeldom heard; the bold, the ambitious, the art- 


ful, will have moſt ſuvay; an Alcibiades will 


rule, and a, Socrates will be martyred z a The- 


miſtocles, a Zenophon and Ariſtides baniſhed ; 


the great Pericles fined, and his fon with five 
other admirals put to death when they deſerved 


laurels for the victory they had obtained; a vain- . 
glorious war, unjuſt as deſtructive, reſolved 


againſt Syracuſe, and the whole revolted city of 


Myteline ordered to be maſſacred. If any one 


reflects 


C ) 


dE % 


— I 9 "Campus Mars 
of the Gracchi 


tiub of Rome, Tight the murd 
to the eſtabliſhiniehtof the; ſovercigiy in the per- 


ſon of Auguſtus Caſas it wilt dimiwiſm his at 


tachment to that form of government where 
every man acts as legiſlator. But if any one 
wiſhes to ſee the glaring impetfeRions of this 
form of government, let him read in Polybius 
the revolt of the Carthagenian mercenar 
the firſt Punic war; when every ſoldiet became 


his own legiſlator, till they were at laſt reduced to 


ſeek relief by ſubmitting themſelves to the arbi- 
traty command of ſuch wiezche! as ee and 
Matho. 


The ee af. — — Rats are 0 
numerous, that it has no where long ſubſiſted, 


but has become the prey of ſome ariful and 


ambitious demagogue. If cheſe forms are fo 
very neceſſary to the welfare of mankind that 


it is even juſtifiable to commence a civil war 
to eſtabliſh them, it is ſotnewhat ſurprizing there. 


never has been any conſiderable eſtabliſhment of 


them. The pious will 'not adopt ſuch an opi- 


nion, as it ſeems derogatory to the wiſdom of 


Providence; the naturaliſt well obſerves, that 
all animals, and even inanimate machines, are 


K con- 
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3 
conſtructed of that form which beſt anſwers the | 
purpaſes for which they ſeem intended. The 
knowledge of the optician and anatomiſt, ſcanty 
as it ĩs, ig pet ſufficient to convince him that the 
eye is of that fomm which beſt anſwers the pur- 
poſes of viſion; he perceives in ſome degree the 
propriety: and neceſſity. of every muſcle, coat, 
andi humour which compoſes: that delightful or- 
gan; he is convinced there is nothing defective, 
| Pothing redundant. Ihe moraliſt who reflects on 
the mental world, makes the ſame obſervation 
on dhe inſtincts and paſſions of animals; be will 
not therefore readily acquieſce with Dr. Price, 
that man, the ſovereign of the earth, is the only 
animal of imperfect conſtruction, which he cer- 
tainly is, if the form of government which the 
Doctor has given a ſketch of be abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to his welfare; ſince it neither now is, nor 
ever was, eſtabliſhed to any extenſive degree ; 3 
and therefore this defect muſt ariſe from the na- 
tural imperfection of man. 
It falls not within the purpoſe of this 1 
| fition to attempt to deſcribe the moſt excellent 
forms of government ; ; but on this occaſion i ic 
may not be i improper to declare that the princi- 
pal purpoſes of government of every ſtate are 
the 
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e 
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( 6 ) 


the protect ion and ſecurity; of the perſons 8 


property of its members, which are belt obtain 
ed by a ſyſtem of equitable laws, whoſe authority 
protect the weakeſt and controul the mightieſt. 
In every nation, where ſuch a ſyſtem of laws are 
eſtabliſhed and reverenced, & inhabitants will 
be happy, whatever may have been the original 
or preſent form of government. It is for theſe 


reaſons that ſome of the ableſt political writers 


have properly called government an empire of 
Jaws, and not of men, Let any one examine 
the government of England and its American 
colonies ſince the Revolution, and he muſt ac - 
knowledge that they have been bleſt with the go- 
vernment of laws; no king or governor- has 
dared to ſubſtitute his will for law; no. fortifica- 
tion has been erected, no military force eſtabliſh- 
ed to over. awe the colonies; the inhabitants 
have been permitted to carry their own arms; 
and it has been alreddy clearly proved that they 


have ndither been loaded with taxes nor other- 


wiſe oppreſt, ſo as to prevent their living com- 


f;fortably, and rapidly encreaſing in 'wealth. 
Wherefore, their preſent revolt has ariſen ſole- 


ly from ſpeculative notions, the folly and wick- 


edneſs of which muſt appear to every one who 
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( 6 ) 
conſigers, that though fome-.of the-ableſt-men in 
different ages and nations" have pidpdled differ- 
ent — Bewernawniz Wee differ 
* 8 — 
detach herſolſm Arent. ritain. vit rind / being 
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But there ĩs no chance that the American pro- 
vinces will this century have an opportunity of 


becoming independent ſtates. If che Americans 
had been perſecuted on account of their religious 


principles—If an armed force had filled their 
jails wich men of the moſt diſtinguiſhed worth 
and ſpirit— If the properties of private perſons 
had been unjuſtly ſeized -an inſurrection from 
ſuch cauſes would be truly formidable. Two 


millions of people, who had been really oppreſ- | 


fed, and who were well inſtructed in the princi- 
ples, and aQtuated with the ſpirit of liberty, 


would be almoſt irreſiſtible. Animated with one 
and rhe ſame ſentiment; they would form ar- 


mies of the ſtricteſt and ſevereſt diſcipline, — 
Their brigades would move like clock work. 
Such men would be capable of taking a city 
that was as well garriſon'd and fortified as Na- 


mur was when beſieged by King William; and 
like that gallant deliverer, they would take the 


city even chouf h a hoſtile army of one hundred 


thouſand men ould attempt to raiſe the ſiege. 
But what reſemblance has this picture to Ameri- 
ca. —F iction or truth may for a moment pro- 
duce the ſame effects but ultimately the effects 
11 which flow from them will be as different as 
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mand ſaccel ? Was not Canada as naked of 


armed regulars as they could wiſh? And the 
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bf of her wiſdom, clemency and moderas. 
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